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devotees are equal whether they are born in sin or not and to
whatever caste or sect they may belong.74 It is by devotion
that God may be beheld and known and entered,75 devotion is
the means of the mystic vision and the unitive state. The
devotee is dear to God,76 surpassingly dear to him,"'7 for God is-
the father,78 the husband,79 the mother,78 and the friend.79
Here are all the elements of the religion of devotion,
a personal God, divine grace, self-dedication and the love of the
devotee, the promise of liberation to all, irrespective of caste and.
sect, and the mystical union.
The Svetasvatara Upanisad adds another, that is devotion
for the teacher (guru) as for God.80
The Ndrdyaniya81 section of the Santiparvan of Maha-
bharata is the next important text. It describes the Ekdntin
religion the ritual of which consisted in meditation and mental
recitation ijapa), the burning of incense, worship with mind, word,
and deed. The result was the vision of the Adorable by
those who possessed faith and devotion, and had won His
grace. It declares that the religion of devotion is superior to
that of knowledge or of Vedic ritual and enjoins adoration of
N dray ana or of one of His manifestations (vyuhas).
The ideas of the NdrdyarjLtya were more fully stated in the*
Ppncardtra Samhitd which, besides knowledge acquired by
means of worship (cfcadhand) and meditation (yoga), recognised
devotion (nydsa or bhakfi) as a means of emancipation.
According to the Samhita, bha^ti means * taking refuge in the.
praying thought: 1 am a receptacle of sins, naught, helpless,.
.74Bhagavadgita;   IX,  32.
75 Ibid.,   XI,   54.
76 Ibid.,   XII,    14.
77 Ibid,,    XII.    20.
7Slbid.,   IX,   17.
79 Ibid.,    IX,    18.
SO Svetasvatara  Upanisad:   VI,   23.   (translation  by  Hume).
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